Rounded atelectasis in an asbestos exposed worker.
The case history is presented of a 51-year-old electrical power worker with a history of asbestos exposure presenting with rounded atelectasis. No other radiological markers of asbestos exposure were present. A documented history of asbestos exposure and exclusion of other causes of rounded atelectasis led to the diagnosis of asbestos related rounded atelectasis. It is important to understand that rounded atelectasis can be an isolated finding due to asbestos exposure. This facilitates investigation of lung masses of unknown etiology and initiation of appropriate follow up of patients at risk for future development of more debilitating asbestos related pathology.